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ABSTRACT 

Social Protec�on and Women’s Economic Empowerment* 
A Compara�ve Analysis of Formal, Informal, and Mixed Mechanisms in Cameroon 

 

As part of a vulnerable group, women need social protec�on to cope with risky situa�ons. By enabling them to 
earn an income, social protec�on contributes to women’s empowerment. However, in Cameroon, social 
protec�on is limited to a �ny frac�on of the popula�on. This ar�cle assesses the effect of social protec�on on 
women’s empowerment in Cameroon. Empowerment is measured by women’s par�cipa�on in income-related 
decision-making. The econometric analysis is performed using an extended ordered probit model based on the 
2017 Finscope database. The results reveal that social protec�on, whether formal, informal, or mixed, has a 
posi�ve effect on women’s empowerment in Cameroon. However, formal social protec�on contributes more to 
women’s empowerment than informal social protec�on. Thus, public policies aimed at women’s empowerment 
must promote beter integra�on of women into the social protec�on system and provide state support for 
informal groups. 
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