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1. IQWURdXcWiRQ 

The COVID-19 SaQdemic haV caXVed gUeaW diVWUeVV aQd XQmeaVXUable hXmaQ lRVVeV 

acURVV Whe ZRUld. ThURXgh iQcUeaVed YacciQaWiRQV aQd aQ imSURYed kQRZledge Rf Whe 

behaYiRXU Rf Whe YiUXV, Whe SaQdemic haV VWaUWed WR UeYeal iWV limiWV aQd SRVVible eQd. 

HRZeYeU, Whe UaWe aW Zhich SeRSle aUe bURXghW clRVeU WR a SUe-SaQdemic QRUmaliW\ 

diYeUgeV gUeaWl\ acURVV Whe ZRUld. VacciQaWiRQ QXmbeUV fURm OXU WRUld iQ DaWa 

(MaWhieX eW al. 2021) XS Will Ma\ 20, 2021 VhRZ WhaW abRXW 30 SeUceQW Rf SeRSle iQ 

EXURSe had UeceiYed aW leaVW RQe VhRW Rf a COVID-19 YacciQe, Zhile RQ Whe Vame daWe 

WhiV QXmbeU came XS WR abRXW 15 SeUceQW iQ SRXWh AmeUica aQd RQl\ 1.5 SeUceQW iQ 

AfUica (FigXUe 1). ThiV VhRZV Whe e[WeQW Rf iQeTXaliW\ iQ Whe caSaciW\ WR fighW Whe 

SaQdemic acURVV UegiRQV aQd VXggeVWV diffeUeQceV iQ Whe e[WeQW aQd Whe SRWeQWial 

leQgWh Rf ecRQRmic aQd VRcial cRQVeTXeQceV Rf Whe SaQdemic.  

FigXUe 1: ShaUe Rf SeRSle ZhR UeceiYed aW leaVW RQe dRVe Rf COVID-19 VacciQe  

 
SoƵƌcd͗E;MyƚhidƵEdƚEys͘EϮϬϮϭͿEyccdƐƐd:EonEMyǇEϮϬ͕EϮϬϮϭ͕EhƚƚpƐ͗ͬͬoƵƌǁoƌs:in:yƚy͘oƌgͬcoǀi:Ͳ:dyƚhƐE͘ 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-deaths
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 The QegaWiYe imSacWV Rf Whe SaQdemic RQ labRXU maUkeWV haYe beeQ VR faU XQeTXal 

beWZeeQ deYelRSiQg aQd adYaQced cRXQWUieV. The laWeVW ³COVID-19 aQd Whe ZRUld Rf 

ZRUk´ UeSRUW b\ Whe IQWeUQaWiRQal LabRXU OUgaQi]aWiRQ (ILO 2021) dRcXmeQWV WhaW Whe 

ZRUldZide ZRUkiQg-hRXUV aQd labRXU iQcRme cRQWUacWed b\ 8.8 aQd 8.3 SeUceQW 

UeVSecWiYel\ ZheQ cRmSaUed WR 2019 VWaWiVWicV. The UeSRUW VhRZV WhaW Whe cRQWUacWiRQ 

ZaV gUeaWeVW iQ lRZ- aQd middle-iQcRme cRXQWUieV (LMICV), ZheUe ZRUkiQg hRXU lRVVeV 

came XS WR 11.3 SeUceQW aQd labRXU iQcRme lRVVeV WR 12.3 SeUceQW.  

 AdYeUViWieV make Whe diffeUeQceV mRUe RbYiRXV. While ZRmeQ had hiVWRUicall\ 

beeQ diVadYaQWaged iQ YaUiRXV VecWiRQV Rf Whe VRcieW\, COVID-19 haV RQl\ 

e[aceUbaWed Whe SURblem. WRmeQ iQ Whe LMICV aUe SaUWicXlaUl\ mRUe affecWed. While 

female labRXU fRUce SaUWiciSaWiRQ (FLFP) haV beeQ imSURYiQg RYeU Whe laVW decadeV 

acURVV Whe ZRUld, aQd SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV (VeUick 2014; ILO 2018b), 

Whe SaQdemic VeemV WR be SXWWiQg WhiV SRViWiYe WUeQd aW UiVk. AccRUdiQg WR ILO eVWimaWeV 

(ILO 2021), WheUe ZeUe XQSUecedeQWed glRbal emSlR\meQW lRVVeV iQ 2020 Rf 114 

milliRQ jRbV UelaWiYe WR 2019 aQd ZRmeQ VXffeUed a gUeaWeU lRVV cRmSaUed WR meQ. 

SRcial QRUmV WhaW XVXall\ limiW ZRmeQ¶V fUeedRm WR jRiQ Whe labRXU maUkeW Sla\ a big 

URle iQ e[SlaiQiQg Whe QegaWiYe RXWcRmeV. IQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, ZRmeQ haYe lRZeU 

baUgaiQiQg SRZeU. The SUeYailiQg QRUmV Rf Whe VRcieW\ aWWUibXWe childcaUe aQd 

hRXVehRld chRUeV diVSURSRUWiRQaWel\ WR ZRmeQ. ThiV aggUaYaWeV Whe UiVk Rf ZRmeQ 

leaYiQg Whe labRXU fRUce iQ geQeUal aQd mRUe SaUWicXlaUl\, iQ a ViWXaWiRQ aV diUe aV Whe 

SaQdemic (BRAC 2020). MRUeRYeU, FLFP iV cRQceQWUaWed iQ Whe VeUYice VecWRU, Zhich 

haV beeQ adYeUVel\ affecWed b\ Whe SaQdemic. IQ caVeV ZheUe VeUYiceV cRQWiQXe WR 

RSeUaWe, UiVk Rf iQfecWiRQV iV mXch gUeaWeU dXe WR cRQVWaQW hXmaQ iQWeUacWiRQV (OECD 

2020; DaQg & NgX\eQ, 2021). ThiV imSlieV WhaW ZRmeQ aUe cRQfURQWed ZiWh haUVheU 

cRQdiWiRQV iQ cXUUeQW WimeV cRmSaUed WR WheiU male cRXQWeUSaUWV. The iQcUeaVe iQ famil\ 
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iVRlaWiRQ, XQemSlR\meQW, aQd ecRQRmic VWUeVV haYe alVR UeVXlWed iQ aQ iQcUeaVe iQ 

iQWUa-hRXVehRld YiRleQce mRVWl\ agaiQVW ZRmeQ (LeVlie & WilVRQ 2020; RaYiQdUaQ & 

Shah 2020; MahmXd & Rile\ 2021).  

 GRYeUQmeQWV acURVV Whe ZRUld haYe WUied WR UeVSRQd WR Whe cUiViV b\ imSlemeQWiQg 

diffeUeQW W\SeV Rf meaVXUeV. TheVe iQclXded VRcial-diVWaQciQg aQd geQeUal lRckdRZQV 

Zhich aimed aW limiWiQg Whe mRbiliW\ Rf SeRSle, cXUbed VRcial iQWeUacWiRQV, aQd SURmRWed 

Whe SRVVibiliW\ WR ZRUk fURm hRme. HRZeYeU, XQlike iQ adYaQced cRXQWUieV, ZheUe WheVe 

SRlicieV ZeQW haQd iQ haQd ZiWh VRcial VXSSRUW SackageV iQclXdiQg caVh WUaQVfeUV aQd 

VXbVidieV, Whe effecWiYeQeVV Rf VWUiQgeQW cRQfiQemeQW SRlicieV aQd WheiU VRciR-ecRQRmic 

cRQVeTXeQceV aUe laUgel\ TXeVWiRQed iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf LMICV (BaUgaiQ & AmiQjRQRY 

2020; BaUQeWW-HRZell, WaWVRQ & MRbaUak 2021; BURZQ, RaYalliRQ & VaQ de Walle 

2020). OQe Rf Whe ceQWUal cRQceUQV iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, beVideV 

RWheU bXUQiQg iVVXeV VXch aV fUagile healWhcaUe V\VWemV, iV WhaW a laUge VhaUe Rf Whe 

SRSXlaWiRQ iV emSlR\ed iQ Whe iQfRUmal VecWRU aQd iV UeliaQW RQ dail\ haQdV-RQ labRXU 

iQcRme, Zhich iV haUdl\ aWWaiQable XQdeU VWUicW Velf-iVRlaWiRQ UeTXiUemeQWV (BaUgaiQ & 

AmiQjRQRY 2020; RRbaliQR 2020). AQRWheU cRQceUQ iV Whe limiWed abiliW\ Rf mRVW ZRUkeUV 

iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV WR ZRUk fURm hRme dXe WR lack Rf VXfficieQW WechQRlRgical 

iQfUaVWUXcWXUe. GRWWlieb eW al. (2021a) dRcXmeQW WhaW RQl\ leVV WhaQ 10 SeUceQW Rf 

ZRUkeUV iQ XUbaQ aUeaV Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe able WR ZRUk fURm hRme, cRmSaUed 

WR aURXQd 40 SeUceQW iQ high-iQcRme cRXQWUieV. TheVe cRQVWUaiQWV SXW Whe gRYeUQmeQWV 

Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV iQ a cRmSelliQg SRViWiRQ. IQ Whe lighW Rf limiWed UeVRXUceV aQd 

SRRU iQfUaVWUXcWXUe, Whe gRYeUQmeQW cRmSURmiVeV iQ Whe diUecWiRQ Rf cRQWaiQiQg Whe 

VSUead Rf Whe SaQdemic Zhile keeSiQg Whe liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV Rf iQdiYidXalV XQaffecWed. 

 ThiV UeSRUW VXmmaUi]eV Whe cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQ ZiWh UegaUd WR Whe COVID-19 

SaQdemic aQd iWV cRQVeTXeQceV RQ labRXU maUkeWV iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV ZiWh 
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SaUWicXlaU fRcXV RQ geQdeU iQeTXaliWieV. The UeSRUW alVR diVcXVVeV diffeUeQW SRlicieV 

WakeQ b\ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV iQ UeVSRQVe WR Whe SaQdemic. While iW iV VWill eaUl\ WR 

eYalXaWe Whe effecWiYeQeVV Rf WheVe SRlicieV giYeQ Whe VhRUW-WeUm QaWXUe aQd Whe VSeed 

aW Zhich ViWXaWiRQV aQd SRlicieV aUe cRQVWaQWl\ adaSWiQg WR Whe eYRlYiQg ciUcXmVWaQceV, 

cRmbiQed ZiWh a lack Rf aYailabiliW\ Rf daWa acURVV deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, Whe UeSRUW 

SURYideV iQVighWV fURm Whe liWWle, \eW gURZiQg, liWeUaWXUe RQ Whe WRSic.  

 The UeVW Rf Whe UeSRUW iV RUgaQi]ed aV fRllRZV: The Qe[W VecWiRQ dealV ZiWh geQeUal 

effecWV Rf COVID-19 RQ Whe labRXU maUkeWV Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. SecWiRQ 3 

addUeVVeV Whe geQdeUed effecWV Rf Whe SaQdemic b\ addUeVViQg hRZ ZRmeQ iQ 

deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV ZeUe SaUWicXlaUl\ affecWed. SecWiRQ 4 diVcXVVeV gRYeUQmeQW 

SRlicieV XQdeUWakeQ iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV WR cRQfURQW Whe VRciRecRQRmic effecWV Rf 

Whe SaQdemic. FiQall\, SecWiRQ 5 SURYideV cRQclXdiQg UemaUkV. 

2. GeQeUal OYeUYieZ Rf Whe EffecWV Rf COVID-19 RQ DeYelRSiQg 

CRXQWUieV 
The imSacW Rf Whe SaQdemic RQ LMICV haV beeQ SURQRXQced, aQd iWV VhRUW-WeUm effecWV 

aQd lRQg-WeUm imSlicaWiRQV caQ diYeUge gUeaWl\ fURm WhRVe iQ deYelRSed cRXQWUieV. 

ThRXgh gUeaW SURgUeVV haV beeQ achieYed iQ Whe SaVW decadeV iQ UedXciQg SRYeUW\ 

acURVV SRRUeU cRXQWUieV, Whe COVID-19 cUiViV caQ UeYeUVe Whe cXUUeQW WUeQd Rf SRYeUW\ 

eUadicaWiRQ. IQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, Whe ZelfaUe Rf hRXVehRldV iV e[SecWed WR be 

VeYeUel\ eQdaQgeUed b\ Whe SaQdemic: UiViQg fRRd SUiceV, lRVV Rf emSlR\meQW, aQd 

iQcRme dURSV SXW VeYeUe SUeVVXUeV RQ alUead\ fUagile hRXVehRldV. IQ UgaQda, fRU 

e[amSle, a VWXd\ b\ YRXQgeU eW al. (2020) ZaUQV WhaW Whe iQcRme lRVVeV fURm Whe 

COVID-19 cUiViV caQ eUaVe SRYeUW\ gaiQV achieYed RYeU Whe SaVW 10 \eaUV. AQRWheU 

VXUYe\ fURm TXQiVia VhRZV WhaW a WhiUd Rf Whe UeVSRQdeQWV feaUed beiQg XQable WR affRUd 

fRRd dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic (KRkaV eW al. 2020). The mRVW diUecW ecRQRmic 
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cRQVeTXeQceV Rf Whe SaQdemic aQd lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV aUe lRVV Rf emSlR\meQW aQd 

VigQificaQW dURS iQ iQcRme. AccRUdiQg WR a VXUYe\ fURm IQdia (AXgVbXUg, AUmaQd & 

BaQcalaUi 2020), dXUiQg iWV fiUVW lRckdRZQ SeUiRd, 41% Rf hRXVehRldV had aW leaVW RQe 

membeU ZhR had lRVW a jRb RU iQcRme VRXUceV dXe WR Whe cUiViV, Zhile 56% Rf 

hRXVehRldV e[SeUieQced a fall iQ WheiU hRXVehRld iQcRme ZheQ cRmSaUed WR Whe SeUiRd 

befRUe Whe cUiViV. 

 Wh\ aUe SeRSle iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV eVSeciall\ VXVceSWible WR Whe SaQdemic? 

The UeaVRQV caQ cRme fURm maQ\ aVSecWV Rf Whe ecRQRm\ aQd Whe VRcieW\. FiUVWO\, 

gRYeUQmeQWV iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe geQeUall\ leVV efficieQW iQ dealiQg ZiWh Whe 

ecRQRmic diVUXSWiRQ caXVed b\ Whe SaQdemic. IQ aQ ecRQRmic dRZQWXUQ Zhich caXVeV 

maVV XQemSlR\meQW, VRcial iQVXUaQce iV eVVeQWial fRU hRXVehRldV ZhR e[SeUieQce a 

VXddeQ lRVV Rf iQcRme. HRZeYeU, Whe VRcial VecXUiW\ V\VWemV iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV 

aUe faU fURm XQiYeUVal aQd Whe emeUgeQW VRcial aVViVWaQce SURYided b\ gRYeUQmeQWV iV 

meagUe cRmSaUed WR ZhaW iW iV RffeUed b\ gRYeUQmeQWV iQ adYaQced cRXQWUieV. 

AlWhRXgh emeUgeQW VRcial iQVXUaQce VchemeV had beeQ laXQched b\ mRVW 

gRYeUQmeQWV VRRQ afWeU Whe VWaUW Rf Whe RXWbUeak, Whe imSlemeQWaWiRQ haV RfWeQ beeQ 

iQadeTXaWe aQd dela\ed. IQ SRXWh AfUica, fRU e[amSle, eYeQ WhRXgh Whe gRYeUQmeQW 

UeVSRQded WR Whe ecRQRmic cUiViV b\ laXQchiQg aQ emeUgeQc\ VRcial iQVXUaQce Vcheme 

² Whe TemSRUaU\ EmSlR\ee/EmSlR\eU Relief Scheme (TERS) ² RQl\ 20% Rf ZRUkeUV 

ZhR mRYed fURm beiQg acWiYel\ emSlR\ed iQ FebUXaU\ 2020 iQWR Said leaYe RU 

WemSRUaU\ XQemSlR\meQW iQ ASUil UeceiYed Sa\-RXWV fURm WhiV SURgUam (JaiQ eW al. 

2020). 

 SecRQdO\, a laUge VhaUe Rf Whe SRSXlaWiRQ iQ SRRU cRXQWUieV ZRUkV iQ Whe iQfRUmal 

VecWRU aQd UelieV heaYil\ RQ dail\ haQdV-RQ labRXU iQcRme. WRUkeUV iQ iQfRUmal VecWRUV 

RfWeQ ZRUk ZiWhRXW aQ\ ZUiWWeQ cRQWUacW RU agUeemeQW, Zhich makeV Whem 
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SUedRmiQaQWl\ XQcRYeUed b\ emeUgeQW labRXU maUkeW SRlicieV aQd VRcial iQVXUaQce 

VchemeV if Whe\ aUe laid Rff dXUiQg Whe cUiViV. AccRUdiQg WR Whe IQWeUQaWiRQal LabRXU 

OUgaQi]aWiRQ (ILO 2018a), mRUe WhaQ 70 SeUceQW Rf Whe deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV¶ 

emSlR\ed SRSXlaWiRQ eaUQed WheiU liYelihRRdV iQ Whe iQfRUmal ecRQRm\. FigXUe 2 

highlighWV WhaW Whe SURSRUWiRQ Rf iQfRUmal emSlR\meQW YaUieV acURVV diffeUeQW UegiRQV. 

The VhaUe Rf iQfRUmal ZRUkeUV iV high iQ AfUica (85.8 SeUceQW), AVia aQd Whe Pacific 

(68.2 SeUceQW) aQd Whe AUab SWaWeV (68.6 SeUceQW). IQ cRQWUaVW, deYelRSed UegiRQV like 

NRUWh AmeUica aQd EXURSe haYe mXch lRZeU VhaUeV Rf iQfRUmal ZRUk. 

 FigXUe 2. ShaUe Rf IQfRUmal emSlR\meQW acURVV Whe ZRUld 

 

NRWe: ThiV figXUe VhRZV Whe VhaUe Rf iQfRUmal emSlR\meQW iQclXdiQg Whe agUicXlWXUe VecWRU 

UelaWiYe WR WRWal emSlR\meQW. SRXUce: ILO (2018a), Fig.5, S.13. 

 

 The WhiUd aVSecW iV UelaWed WR iVVXeV cRQceUQiQg Whe YiUXV cRQWaiQmeQW. AW Whe 

begiQQiQg Rf Whe cUiViV, maQ\ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV adRSWed VWUicW lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV 

Zhich, fURm Whe begiQQiQg, cRXld haYe SRWeQWiall\ led WR VeYeUe labRXU maUkeW 

diVUXSWiRQV. TakiQg VieWQam aV aQ e[amSle, RQ MaUch 31VW 2020, Whe gRYeUQmeQW 

aQQRXQced a 15-da\ QaWiRQZide lRckdRZQ, Zhich UeTXiUed UeVideQWV WR VWa\ aW hRme 

aQd ZeUe allRZed WR gR RXW RQl\ fRU ³eVVeQWial QeedV´. AlWhRXgh WheVe meaVXUeV ZeUe 

eVVeQWial fRU cRQWaiQiQg Whe YiUXV, Whe ecRQRmic cRVW Rf VXch VWUicW lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV 
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ZeUe VXbVWaQWial. AccRUdiQg WR Whe VieWQameVe gRYeUQmeQW, VieWQam'V ecRQRmic 

gURZWh VlRZed dRZQ iQ 2020 WR iWV lRZeVW (2.91%) iQ aW leaVW WhUee decadeV. AV 

VieWQam UelieV heaYil\ RQ WRXUiVm aQd iQWeUQaWiRQal WUade ZiWh ChiQa, VhXWWiQg dRZQ 

Whe bRUdeUV aQd clRViQg Whe WUaQVSRUW cRUUidRUV ZeUe eVWimaWed WR UeVXlW iQ maVViYe 

lRVVeV (Rf abRXW $750 milliRQ). AccRUdiQg WR MRUiVVeW (2020), decliQiQg WRXUiVm 

acWiYiWieV dXe WR Whe lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV led WR a mRQWhl\ lRVV Rf XS WR $1.6 billiRQ iQ 

VieWQam cRQVideUiQg Whe mXlWiSlieU effecW. IQ KeQ\a, a UeSRUW b\ JaQVVeQV eW al. (2021) 

VhRZV WhaW hRXVehRld iQcRme iQ UXUal aUeaV decUeaVed VhaUSl\ b\ XS WR RQe-WhiUd iQ 

Whe fiYe ZeekV afWeU Whe fiUVW SUeYeQWiYe meaVXUeV ZeUe imSlemeQWed. IW aSSeaUV WhaW 

dXe WR WheiU UedXced iQcRme aQd Whe cRmSlemeQWaU\ meaVXUeV, hRXVehRldV had WR 

UedXce WheiU e[SeQdiWXUe RQ VchRRliQg aQd WUaQVSRUWaWiRQ iQ RUdeU WR be able WR affRUd 

Whe e[SeQdiWXUe RQ fRRd iWemV iQ Whe VhRUW-WeUm. SWUicW lRckdRZQV aUe WhXV UelaWed WR 

haUVh ecRQRmic cRQVeTXeQceV aW Whe hRXVehRld aQd VWaWe leYel iQ deYelRSiQg 

cRXQWUieV, eVSeciall\ ZheQ cRQVideUiQg aQd WhiQkiQg abRXW Whe lRQg-WeUm effecWV. 

 ImSRUWaQWl\, Whe liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV iQ mRVW Rf lRZ-iQcRme cRXQWUieV make iW haUd WR 

SUeYeQW Whe VSUead Rf Whe YiUXV aQd WR VimXlWaQeRXVl\ limiW Whe ecRQRmic cRVW Rf 

lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV. TheUe aUe SaUWicXlaU cRQceUQV WhaW SeRSle iQ lRZ-iQcRme 

cRXQWUieV, eVSeciall\ WhRVe aW Whe lRZeU eQd Rf VRciR-ecRQRmic backgURXQd, aUe mRUe 

YXlQeUable WR cRQWUacWiQg Whe diVeaVe becaXVe WheiU liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV RU jRbV make Whem 

mRUe VXVceSWible WR meeWiQg RWheUV aQd limiWiQg WheiU abiliW\ Rf VRcial diVWaQciQg. TheVe 

gURXSV XVXall\ alVR VXffeU fURm a lack Rf adeTXaWe acceVV WR healWh iQVXUaQce, 

RYeUcURZded liYiQg cRQdiWiRQV, aQd lRZ acceVV WR SXblic faciliWieV aW hRme, Zhich 

makeV Whem SURQe WR geWWiQg iQfecWed (KRkaV eW al. 2020). FXUWheUmRUe, Whe 

RYeUcURZded cRQdiWiRQV aUe ZRUVeQed b\ Whe UeliaQce RQ VhaUed faciliWieV RXWVide Rf 

hRme fRU baVic QeedV, makiQg iW imSRVVible fRU lRcal UeVideQWV WR cRmSl\ ZiWh Whe VWa\-
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aW-hRme meaVXUeV, eVSeciall\ iQ VlXmV aQd dZelliQgV iQ meWURSRleV Rf Whe glRbal VRXWh 

(SahaVUaQamaQ & JeQVeQ 2021). ThiV iV Whe caVe eYeQ iQ deYelRSed cRXQWUieV like 

EQglaQd. AQ aQal\ViV caUUied RXW b\ IQVide HRXViQg iQ Ma\ 2020 (IQVide HRXViQg 

IQVighW 2020) fRXQd a SRViWiYe cRUUelaWiRQ beWZeeQ Whe leYel Rf RYeUcURZdiQg ZiWhiQ 

lRcal geRgUaShic XQiWV iQ EQglaQd aQd COVID-19 deaWh UaWeV.  

 MiViQfRUmaWiRQ caQ be a SURblem WRR. Fake QeZV aQd falVe claimV abRXW Za\V WR 

SUeYeQW COVID-19 aUe ZideVSUead iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. Amid Whe SaQdemic, 

miViQfRUmaWiRQ abRXW YiUXV SURWecWiRQ VeYeUel\ biaVeV QRW RQl\ Whe iQdiYidXal aWWiWXde 

WRZaUd Velf-SURWecWiRQ, bXW alVR Whe iQdiYidXal ecRQRmic behaYiRXU. IQ a VXUYe\ 

cRQdXcWed iQ SXb-SahaUaQ AfUica, OVXagZX eW al. (2021) fRXQd WhaW 27.8 SeUceQW Rf 

UeVSRQdeQWV WhRXghW WhaW dUiQkiQg hRW ZaWeU flXVheV dRZQ Whe YiUXV, fRllRZed b\ 22.2 

SeUceQW ZhR WhRXghW WhaW Whe abiliW\ WR hRld Whe bUeaWh fRU 10 VecRQdV meaQW WheUe ZaV 

QR COVID-19 iQfecWiRQ; abRXW RQe-fifWh (19.3 SeUceQW) Rf UeVSRQdeQWV belieYed WhaW 

COVID-19 ZaV deVigQed WR UedXce Whe ZRUld SRSXlaWiRQ aQd 13.9 SeUceQW agUeed WhaW 

COVID-19 ZaV leVV effecWiYe RQ Black WhaQ WhiWe iQdiYidXalV. IQ IQdia, Whe VSUead Rf 

UXmRXUV abRXW SRXlWU\ beiQg a VRXUce Rf COVID-19 RQ VRcial media heaYil\ affecWed 

cRQVXmSWiRQ Rf SRXlWU\ meaW. SaleV aQd SUiceV Rf SRXlWU\ SURdXcWV dURSSed maVViYel\, 

QegaWiYel\ iQflXeQciQg milliRQV Rf ZRUkeUV iQ Whe SRXlWU\ VecWRU, aQd fRUciQg a laUge 

VhaUe Rf Vmall SRXlWU\ faUmV WR gR RXW Rf bXViQeVV aQd leaYiQg milliRQV ZRUkiQg iQ Whe 

VecWRU XQemSlR\ed. The lRVV WR Whe iQdXVWU\ ZaV eVWimaWed WR be aURXQd USD 3053 

milliRQ (KRllXUi, T\agi & SaVidhaU 2021). 

 FRXUWh, eYeQ WhRXgh iW VRRQ became Whe QRUm iQ deYelRSed cRXQWUieV WR imSlemeQW 

ZRUk-fURm-hRme meaVXUeV fRU jRbV WhaW cRXld be dRQe UemRWel\, ZRUkiQg fURm hRme 

iV QRW a chRice fRU a laUge VhaUe Rf ZRUkeUV iQ lRZ-iQcRme cRXQWUieV. B\ aQal\ViQg daWa 

fURm WeQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, a VWXd\ b\ GRWWlieb eW al. (2021a) fiQdV WhaW feZeU WhaQ 
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10% Rf XUbaQ jRbV cRXld be dRQe UemRWel\ iQ WheVe cRXQWUieV cRmSaUed WR 40% iQ 

deYelRSed cRXQWUieV. WRUkiQg fURm hRme iV a SUiYilege fRU WhRVe ZRUkeUV ZiWh higheU 

edXcaWiRQ, ZiWh a Slace aW hRme WR ZRUk fURm, aQd ZiWh Ueliable haUdZaUe, VRfWZaUe 

aQd VWable acceVV WR Whe iQWeUQeW. OfWeQ, WheVe iQdiYidXalV aUe mRUe likel\ WR ZRUk iQ 

QRQ-eVVeQWial VecWRUV ZiWh fRUmal ZRUkiQg cRQWUacWV (GRWWlieb eW al. 2021b). ThXV, Whe 

QegaWiYe imSacW RQ emSlR\meQW dXe WR Whe SaQdemic caQ be eYeQ mRUe VeYeUe fRU Whe 

SRRU iQdiYidXalV ZhR liYe iQ leVV deYelRSed UegiRQV, aV Whe\ aUe diVadYaQWaged aW 

almRVW all Whe leYelV Rf SUeUeTXiViWeV WR faciliWaWe ZRUkiQg fURm hRme. 

 AlWhRXgh mRbiliW\ UeVWUicWiRQV aUe effecWiYe iQ SUeYeQWiQg Whe WUaQVmiVViRQ Rf Whe 

diVeaVe, iW alVR SRVeV a gUeaW imSacW RQ ZRUkeUV ZhR ZRUk faU aZa\ fURm WheiU famil\. 

AccRUdiQg WR Whe UN DeSaUWmeQW Rf EcRQRmic aQd SRcial AffaiUV (UN DESA 2019), aQ 

eVWimaWed 272 milliRQ SeRSle liYe RXWVide WheiU cRXQWU\ Rf biUWh, Rf Zhich 192 milliRQ 

cRme fURm UegiRQV claVVified aV µleVV deYelRSed¶. FRU WhiV gURXS Rf ZRUkeUV, WheiU 

liYelihRRdV aUe heaYil\ UeliaQW RQ cURVV-VWaWe mRbiliW\. The VXddeQ clRVXUe Rf bRUdeUV 

aQd Whe baQ RQ iQWeUciW\ WUaQVSRUWaWiRQV SURhibiWed WheVe ZRUkeUV fURm cRmiQg back WR 

WheiU ZRUkSlaceV RU fRUced Whem WR gR back hRme, Zhich led WR diUecW Zage lRVVeV, aQd 

eYeQ amSlified Whe VSUead Rf Whe YiUXV Zhile mRYiQg fURm RQe Slace WR aQRWheU. A VWXd\ 

b\ Lee eW. al (2021) iQYeVWigaWed Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ migUaQW mRYemeQWV aQd Whe 

VSUead Rf COVID-19 XViQg diVWUicW-da\-leYel daWa fURm BaQgladeVh, IQdia, aQd 

PakiVWaQ. The VWXd\ VhRZV WhaW dXUiQg Whe iQiWial VWage Rf Whe SaQdemic, aQ iQcUeaVe 

iQ iQWeUQaWiRQal RXW-migUaWiRQ iV aVVRciaWed ZiWh aQ iQcUeaVe iQ Whe QXmbeU Rf caVeV 

SeU caSiWa iQ IQdia aQd PakiVWaQ.  

 The high YXlQeUabiliW\ Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic caQ lead WR 

diVaVWURXV cRQVeTXeQceV. PURbabl\ Whe mRVW diVWXUbiQg UeVXlW Rf Whe SaQdemic amRQg 

leVV deYelRSed cRXQWUieV iV WhaW Whe WUeQd iQ SRYeUW\ eUadicaWiRQ mighW be UeYeUVed. IQ 
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2020, The UQiWed NaWiRQV WRUld FRRd PURgUamme ZaUQed Rf deYaVWaWiQg famiQeV ² 

265 milliRQ SeRSle iQ LMICV ZeUe SURjecWed WR VXffeU fURm acXWe hXQgeU b\ Whe eQd Rf 

WhaW \eaU. AccRUdiQg WR a VWXd\ b\ Whe WRUld BaQk (GeUV]RQ eW al. 2020), Whe SaQdemic 

Zill UeVXlW iQ Whe fiUVW iQcUeaVe iQ e[WUeme SRYeUW\ WR Wake Slace iQ Whe laVW 20 \eaUV aQd 

Zill WhXV SXVh aSSUR[imaWel\ 71 WR 100 milliRQ SeRSle iQWR e[WUeme SRYeUW\. FXUWheU, 

PaUekh aQd BaQdieUa (2020) aUgXe WhaW WhiV QXmbeU caQ gR XS mXch mRUe if Whe 

diffeUeQce iQ VcaleV Rf VRcial aVViVWaQce SRlicieV imSlemeQWed b\ diffeUeQW cRXQWUieV iV 

WakeQ iQWR accRXQW. The leVV ZideVSUead VRcial aVViVWaQce SURgUammeV iQ RQe cRXQWU\ 

aUe, Whe higheU Whe likelihRRd WhaW mRUe iQdiYidXalV aUe SXVhed iQWR SRYeUW\. IQ SaUWicXlaU, 

RQce Whe geQeURViW\ Rf VRcial aVViVWaQce iQ each cRXQWU\ iV cRQVideUed, Whe gURXS Rf 

SeRSle ZhR aUe mRVW affecWed b\ Whe SaQdemic cRQVWiWXWeV 39 SeUceQW Rf Whe WRWal 

SRSXlaWiRQ aQd 45 SeUceQW Rf Whe ZRUld¶V SRRU. AQRWheU SRVVible cRQVeTXeQce Rf Whe 

SaQdemic iV gUeaWeU iQeTXaliW\. AV iV Zidel\ ackQRZledged, Whe effecW Rf Whe SaQdemic 

iV laUgel\ biaVed agaiQVW Whe SRRU. A VXUYe\ (BRWWaQ, HRffmaQQ & VeUa-CRVViR 2020) iQ 

LaWiQ AmeUicaQ aQd CaUibbeaQ cRXQWUieV fiQdV WhaW 59 SeUceQW Rf UeVSRQdeQWV UeSRUW 

WhaW a hRXVehRld membeU clRVed WheiU bXViQeVV dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic. AmRQg 

hRXVehRldV ZiWh Whe lRZeVW iQcRme SUiRU WR Whe SaQdemic, Whe QXmbeU gReV XS WR 71 

SeUceQW. GiYeQ WhaW iQeTXaliW\ iV alUead\ VXbVWaQWial iQ VRme deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, Whe 

SaQdemic caQ make WhiQgV eYeQ ZRUVe. 

3. The EffecWV Rf COVID-19 RQ Female WRUkeUV iQ DeYelRSiQg 

CRXQWUieV 
The QegaWiYe imSacWV Rf COVID-19 RQ emSlR\meQW aQd iQcRme aUe mRUe SURQRXQced 

fRU ZRmeQ WhaQ meQ. AV aUgXed b\ AlRQ eW al. (2020), Whe SaQdemic diffeUV fURm W\Sical 

ecRQRmic UeceVViRQV aV iW VWURQgl\ affecWV VecWRUV ZiWh high VhaUeV Rf female 

emSlR\meQW. The geQdeUed effecW Rf Whe SaQdemic RQ emSlR\meQW aQd iQcRme iV 
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Zidel\ VXSSRUWed b\ eYideQce. The fiQdiQgV Rf Whe UN WRmeQ VXUYe\ iQ BaQgladeVh 

(2020a) VhRZ WhaW dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic maQ\ ZRmeQ haYe lRVW WheiU jRbV, RU WheiU 

ZRUkiQg hRXUV ZeUe UedXced (83 SeUceQW Rf fRUmal emSlR\eeV, 49 SeUceQW Rf iQfRUmal 

emSlR\eeV). FRXcaXlW aQd GalaVVR (2020) fiQd WhaW ZRmeQ aUe mRUe likel\ WR VWRS 

ZRUkiQg cRmSaUed WR meQ dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic iQ YaUiRXV adYaQced cRXQWUieV VXch aV 

AXVWUia, CaQada, GeUmaQ\, IWal\, PRlaQd aQd SZedeQ. ThiV SaWWeUQ alVR aSSlieV WR 

deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. DaWa fURm Eg\SW (CaUia eW al. 2021) VhRZV WhaW fURm MaUch WR 

SeSWembeU 2020, Whe female XQemSlR\meQW UaWe VRaUed WR 16.2 SeUceQW ZiWh liWWle 

UecRYeU\ afWeUZaUdV, VXggeVWiQg WhaW aW leaVW 0.8 milliRQ female ZRUkeUV had lRVW WheiU 

abiliW\ RU ZilliQgQeVV WR lRRk fRU a jRb dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic. FigXUeV fRU Eg\SWiaQ male 

ZRUkeUV aUe VlighWl\ beWWeU, ZiWh XQemSlR\meQW UaWe decliQiQg fURm 8.5 SeUceQW WR 5.8 

SeUceQW, ZiWh laUge QXmbeUV Rf male ZRUkeUV ZhR lefW WheiU jRbV iQ Whe VecRQd TXaUWeU 

Rf Whe \eaU Ue-eQWeUiQg Whe labRXU maUkeW iQ Whe WhiUd TXaUWeU Rf 2020. SimilaUl\, aQ eaUl\ 

VWXd\ iQ IQdia fiQdV WhaW ZRmeQ ZeUe mRUe likel\ WR lRVe WheiU jRbV RU WR ZRUk feZeU 

hRXUV dXUiQg Whe lRckdRZQV Rf ASUil aQd Ma\ 2020 WhaQ WheiU male cRXQWeUSaUWV 

(DeVhSaQde 2020a). AccRUdiQg WR WhiV VWXd\, cRQdiWiRQal RQ beiQg emSlR\ed iQ SUe-

lRckdRZQ WimeV, ZRmeQ ZeUe URXghl\ 20 SeUceQWage SRiQWV leVV likel\ WR be emSlR\ed 

iQ ASUil 2020 WhaQ meQ ZhR ZeUe emSlR\ed SUiRU WR Whe lRckdRZQ. A VWXd\ fURm SRXWh 

AfUica (JaiQ eW al. 2020) fiQdV WhaW, b\ ASUil 2020, emSlR\meQW had falleQ VXbVWaQWiall\ 

fRU ZRmeQ aQd meQ: RQl\ 36 SeUceQW Rf ZRmeQ ZeUe emSlR\ed cRmSaUed WR 54 

SeUceQW Rf meQ. CRmSaUiQg WhiV WR Whe SUe-cUiViV leYel (46 SeUceQW YV. 59 SeUceQW Rf all 

adXlWV aged 18 aQd RldeU), emSlR\meQW fell b\ aSSUR[imaWel\ 1.9 milliRQ jRbV RU 22 

SeUceQW fRU ZRmeQ, aQd b\ jXVW XQdeU a milliRQ jRbV RU 10 SeUceQW fRU meQ. The lRVV Rf 

iQcRme ZaV VeYeUe WRR. The VhaUe Rf Whe emSlR\ed iQdiYidXalV ZhR UeSRUWed ]eUR 

eaUQiQgV URVe fURm 7 SeUceQW WR 13 SeUceQW iQ Whe caVe Rf ZRmeQ aQd fURm 4 SeUceQW 
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WR 12 SeUceQW fRU meQ beWZeeQ FebUXaU\ aQd ASUil 2020 (JaiQ eW al. 2020). FXUWheUmRUe, 

iQ a VXUYe\ RQ female micUReQWeUSUiVe RZQeUV iQ Whe KeQ\aQ VlXm Rf DaQdRUa (BURRkV 

eW al. 2020), iW iV fRXQd WhaW dXUiQg 2020, aYeUage SURfiWV Rf WheVe micUR bXViQeVVeV 

ZeQW XS WR abRXW 2 USD SeU da\ iQ JaQXaU\, bXW fell WR abRXW 1 USD SeU da\ b\ Ma\ 

fRllRZiQg Whe emeUgeQce Rf COVID-19 caVeV aQd VXbVeTXeQW gRYeUQmeQW lRckdRZQV 

iQ KeQ\a, Zhich begaQ iQ MaUch 2020. 

 The QegaWiYe effecW iV e[SecWed WR laVW fRU lRQgeU SeUiRdV Rf Wime. UViQg hiVWRUical 

Wime VeUieV iQ WeVW AfUica aQd SRXWh AVia, a VWXd\ b\ MRhaSaWUa (2020) SUedicWV WhaW 

Whe lRVV Rf emSlR\meQW fRU ZRmeQ Zill be mRUe WhaQ dRXble Rf WhaW Rf meQ ZiWhiQ 5 

\eaUV afWeU Whe COVID-19 VhRck, Zhile male emSlR\meQW lRVVeV aUe fRXQd WR be mXch 

mRUe WUaQVieQW. ThRXgh beiQg hXUW diVSURSRUWiRQaWel\ dXUiQg Whe RXWbUeak, female 

ZRUkeUV did QRW Vee a cRmSaUable UebRXQd dXUiQg Whe UecRYeU\. The daWa fURm Whe US 

fiQdV WhaW eYeQ WhRXgh ZRmeQ haYe beeQ UeVSRQVible fRU a gUeaWeU VhaUe Rf Whe jRb 

gaiQV WhaW haYe RccXUUed ViQce mid-Ma\ Rf 2020, Whe\ VWill UemaiQ behiQd meQ iQ WeUmV 

Rf UeachiQg WheiU SUe-COVID leYelV Rf emSlR\meQW. IQ SRXWh AfUica (CaVale & SheSheUd 

2021), alWhRXgh ZRmeQ ma\ haYe gaiQed VlighWl\ mRUe iQ WeUmV Rf emSlR\meQW aQd 

iQcRme UelaWiYe WR meQ dXUiQg Whe Ue-RSeQiQg SeUiRd, Whe\ VWill UemaiQed Zell behiQd 

meQ iQ UeachiQg WheiU SUe-COVID emSlR\meQW leYelV iQ JXQe giYeQ Whe YeU\ laUge jRb 

lRVVeV Whe\ VXffeUed beWZeeQ FebUXaU\ aQd ASUil 2020. 

Wh\ aUe Whe effecWV geQdeUed? 

Wh\ aUe ZRmeQ mRUe YXlQeUable WR Whe SaQdemic? FiUVW, ZRmeQ aUe mRUe 

cRQceQWUaWed iQ Whe VeUYice aQd RWheU fURQWliQe VecWRUV WhaQ meQ. FigXUe 5 VhRZV Whe 

VhaUe Rf male aQd female ZRUkeUV iQ Whe VeUYiceV VecWRU acURVV VeYeUal cRXQWUieV aQd 

cleaUl\ highlighWV VigQificaQWl\ laUgeU VhaUe Rf ZRmeQ iQ WheVe RccXSaWiRQV. SiQce Whe 

VeUYice VecWRU haV beeQ mRUe affecWed b\ COVID-19 WhaQ RWheU VecWRUV (OECD 2020), 
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WhiV cRXld UeSUeVeQW RQe facWRU fRU Whe iQcUeaVed effecW RQ ZRmeQ¶V labRXU. AccRUdiQg 

WR Whe WRUk OSSRUWXQiWieV fRU WRmeQ PURgUamme (WOW 2020), 40 SeUceQW Rf all 

emSlR\ed ZRmeQ aURXQd Whe ZRUld (almRVW 510 milliRQ) ZRUk iQ haUd-hiW VecWRUV b\ Whe 

SaQdemic cRmSaUed WR 36.6 SeUceQW Rf emSlR\ed meQ. AddiWiRQall\, Whe QaWXUe Rf Whe 

emSlR\meQW iQ WheVe VecWRUV QRW RQl\ makeV ZRmeQ mRUe likel\ WR lRVe iQcRme aQd 

emSlR\meQW dXUiQg Whe SaQdemic, bXW alVR makeV Whem mRUe SURQe WR geW iQfecWed. 

DaWa fURm Whe UK (WOW 2020) VhRZV WhaW ZRmeQ, UeSUeVeQWiQg mRUe WhaQ 70 SeUceQW 

Rf WhRVe emSlR\ed iQ healWh aQd VRcial ZRUk VecWRUV, fRUm Whe bXlk Rf fURQWliQe ZRUkeUV 

ZhR face Whe diUecW UiVkV Rf e[SRViQg WhemVelYeV WR Whe YiUXV. FXUWheU VWUeQgWheQiQg 

Whe eYideQce, DaQg aQd NgX\eQ (2021) VhRZ WhaW ZRmeQ aUe mRUe affecWed WhaQ meQ 

iQ cRXQWUieV ZiWh a higheU COVID-19 iQfecWiRQ UaWe. AccRUdiQg WR WheiU eVWimaWeV, a RQe 

XQiW iQcUeaVe iQ COVID-19 caVe UaWe (SeU 1,000 SeRSle) Zill iQcUeaVe ZRmeQ¶V 

SURbabiliW\ Rf lRViQg jRb SeUmaQeQWl\ b\ abRXW 0.3 SeUceQW. 

FigXUe 5. PeUceQWage Rf emSlR\meQW iQ VeUYiceV RYeU Whe WRWal emSlR\meQW 

 

NRWe: The figXUe VhRZV WhaW ZRmeQ aUe mRUe cRQceQWUaWed iQ Whe VeUYice VecWRU, Zhich haV 
SURYeQ WR be mRUe VXVceSWible WR Whe COVID cUiViV. SRXUce: DaQg aQd NgX\eQ 2021, Fig. 
A6, S.6 
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 SecRQdO\, ZRmeQ iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe mRUe cRQceQWUaWed iQ Whe iQfRUmal 

VecWRU WhaQ meQ. AccRUdiQg WR Whe ³PURgUeVV Rf Whe ZRUld¶V ZRmeQ 2015±2016 UeSRUW´ 

(UN WRmeQ 2016), RYeU 80 SeUceQW Rf ZRmeQ iQ QRQ-agUicXlWXUal jRbV iQ SRXWh AfUica 

aUe iQfRUmall\ emSlR\ed; iQ VXb-SahaUaQ AfUica, 74 SeUceQW; aQd iQ LaWiQ AmeUica aQd 

Whe CaUibbeaQ, 54 SeUceQW. IQ SaUWicXlaU, aV ZRmeQ iQ Whe iQfRUmal VecWRU RfWeQ ZRUk 

aV VWUeeW YeQdRUV, dRmeVWic ZRUkeUV, VXbViVWeQce faUmeUV aQd VeaVRQal agUicXlWXUe 

ZRUkeUV, Whe lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV aQd Whe ecRQRmic imSacW Rf COVID-19 RQ Whe VXSSl\ 

chaiQ haV Whe caSaciW\ WR VXbVWaQWiall\ imSacW WheiU iQcRme aQd emSlR\meQW. The 

geQdeUed effecW iV mRUe eYideQW iQ UXUal aUea aV cRmSaUed WR Whe XUbaQ aUeaV becaXVe 

iQfRUmal ZRUk iV mRUe SUeYaleQW WheUe. KeVaU eW al. (2021) baVed RQ ShRQe VXUYe\ daWa 

iQ IQdia fiQd WhaW ZRmeQ, eVSeciall\ WhRVe iQ UXUal aUeaV, ZeUe mRUe likel\ WR lRVe 

emSlR\meQW cRmSaUed WR meQ fURm FebUXaU\ WR Ma\ 2020. RXUal ZRmeQ¶V 

emSlR\meQW VXffeUed Whe laUgeVW fall: aV lRZ aV 57 SeUceQW Rf Whe SUeYiRXV \eaU¶V 

aYeUage. ThiV UaWiR ZaV 73 SeUceQW fRU UXUal meQ, 69 SeUceQW fRU XUbaQ ZRmeQ aQd 67 

SeUceQW fRU XUbaQ meQ. SimilaUl\, DeVhSaQde (2020b) fiQdV WhaW UXUal RccXSaWiRQV iQ 

IQdia ZiWQeVVed Whe VhaUSeVW dURS iQ iQcRme beWZeeQ DecembeU 2019 aQd ASUil 2020. 

The ZiWhiQ-gURXS heWeURgeQeiW\ Rf Whe imSacW Rf Whe COVID-19 cUiViV RQ female 

ZRUkeUV iV alVR QRWeZRUWh\. AV e[SlaiQed iQ Whe SUeYiRXV VecWiRQ, Whe imSacW Rf Whe 

SaQdemic iV XQeTXal iQ maQ\ dimeQViRQV. ThiV heWeURgeQeiW\ alVR hRldV ZiWhiQ female 

ZRUkeU gURXSV. JaiQ eW al. (2020) fiQd WhaW leVV-edXcaWed ZRmeQ, WhRVe iQ maQXal 

RccXSaWiRQV, iQfRUmal ZRUkeUV, aQd Whe SRRU, face Whe gUeaWeVW QeW emSlR\meQW lRVVeV.  

 ThiUdO\, hRXVeZRUk aQd childcaUe aUe diVSURSRUWiRQaWel\ allRcaWed WR ZRmeQ, aQd 

SaUWicXlaUl\ iQ maQ\ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. ILO calcXlaWeV WhaW RQ aYeUage ZRmeQ 

aURXQd Whe ZRUld SeUfRUm 4ௗhRXUV aQd 25ௗmiQXWeV Rf XQSaid caUe ZRUk eYeU\ da\ 

cRmSaUed ZiWh 1ௗhRXU aQd 23ௗmiQXWeV fRU meQ (PR]]aQ & CaWWaQeR 2020). The clRVXUe 
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Rf VchRRlV aQd childcaUe faciliWieV haV UaiVed Whe childcaUe bXUdeQ ZiWhiQ hRXVehRldV 

VXbVWaQWiall\, ZiWh feZ RSWiRQV aYailable fRU RXWVRXUciQg caUe dXUiQg lRckdRZQV. GiYeQ 

WhaW ZRmeQ ZeUe mRUe likel\ WR caUe fRU childUeQ SUiRU WR Whe SaQdemic, Whe cRQceUQ 

haV beeQ WhaW Whe\ Zill beaU Whe bXUdeQ Rf WhiV addiWiRQal XQSaid caUe ZRUk, fXUWheU 

limiWiQg WheiU abiliW\ WR eQgage iQ Said ZRUk, RU WR ZRUk aV maQ\ hRXUV aV befRUe. IQ WhiV 

VeQVe, BRAC (2020) XQdeUZeQW a ShRQe VXUYe\ iQ ASUil 2020 iQ diffeUeQW cRXQWUieV iQ 

AfUica aQd AVia iQ Zhich Whe RUgaQi]aWiRQ ZRUkV iQ (Qamel\, AfghaQiVWaQ, NeSal, 

M\aQmaU, TaQ]aQia, UgaQda, SieUUa LeRQe, LibeUia aQd RZaQda). IQ WhiV VXUYe\, 

BRAC fiQdV WhaW abRXW 55 SeUceQW Rf VXUYe\ed ZRmeQ faced addiWiRQal dRmeVWic ZRUk 

VWUeVV aQd 58 SeUceQW UeSRUWed iQcUeaVed XQSaid caUe ZRUk, abRXW 89 SeUceQW Rf 

ZRmeQ iQ WhiV VXUYe\ cRQYe\ed QRW WR haYe aQ\ leiVXUe Wime fURm Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe 

SaQdemic. 

 WRmeQ¶V iQcUeaVe iQ Wime VSeQW RQ childcaUe aQd hRXVeZRUk iV eYideQW iQ maQ\ 

Wime XVe VXUYe\V fURm deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. DXUiQg Whe SaQdemic, 53 SeUceQW Rf 

mRWheUV iQ Eg\SW UeSRUWed QR chaQge iQ Whe amRXQW Rf Wime VSeQW RQ childcaUe iQ a 

QRUmal Zeek beWZeeQ FebUXaU\ aQd DecembeU 2020, Zhile 40 SeUceQW UeSRUWed 

VSeQdiQg mRUe Wime WhaQ XVXal aQd RQl\ 3 SeUceQW UeSRUWed VSeQdiQg leVV Wime (CaUia 

eW al. 2021). IQ KeQ\a (MigXel & WalkeU 2021), ZRmeQ UeSRUWed almRVW dRXble Whe 

childcaUe hRXUV (fURm 16 WR 30 hRXUV SeU Zeek) dXUiQg lRckdRZQ ZheQ cRmSaUed WR 

Whe 2017-2019 aYeUageV. HeUe, WhRXgh meQ alVR UeSRUW URXghl\ WZice aV maQ\ 

childcaUe hRXUV UelaWiYe WR eaUlieU VXUYe\ aYeUageV, Whe effecW iV mRUe VigQificaQW fRU 

ZRmeQ giYeQ WhaW Whe\ ZRUked mXch mRUe RQ childcaUe dXWieV WhaQ meQ befRUe Whe 

COVID-19 cUiViV (MigXel & WalkeU 2021).  

 SimilaU WR Whe caVe Rf UedXced iQcRme aQd lRVV Rf emSlR\meQW, Whe imSacW Rf Whe 

SaQdemic RQ childcaUe aQd hRXVeZRUk bXUdeQ VeemV WR SeUViVW fRU ZRmeQ eYeQ afWeU 
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Whe Ue-RSeQiQg Rf VchRRlV aQd childcaUe VeUYiceV. MRVRmi, ThRUQWRQ & BUaQVRQ (2020) 

dRcXmeQW WhaW meQ iQ SRXWh AfUica beQefiWed mRUe fURm Whe UeRSeQiQg Rf edXcaWiRQ 

aQd childcaUe iQVWiWXWiRQV iQ JXQe 2020 WhaQ ZRmeQ. The hRXUV meQ UeSRUWed VSeQdiQg 

RQ childcaUe iQ JXQe fell b\ mRUe WhaQ Whe hRXUV ZRmeQ UeSRUWed VSeQdiQg RQ childcaUe 

cRmSaUed WR ASUil. The aXWhRUV alVR fiQd WhaW mXch higheU QXmbeUV Rf ZRmeQ WhaQ 

meQ fRXQd childcaUe WR affecW WheiU abiliW\ WR ZRUk, WR ZRUk Whe Vame hRXUV aV befRUe 

Whe lRckdRZQ, aQd WR VeaUch fRU ZRUk. IQ IQdia, VimilaUl\, iW ZaV UeSRUWed WhaW aV meQ 

VSeQW mRUe Wime RQ hRXVeZRUk dXUiQg ASUil 2020, b\ AXgXVW Whe aYeUage male hRXUV 

had decliQed, WhRXgh QRW WR Whe SUe-SaQdemic leYelV (DeVhSaQde 2020b).  

IQcUeaVed dRmeVWic YiRleQce agaiQVW femaleV aQd meQWal healWh 

DXUiQg Whe SaQdemic, aQ iQcUeaVe Rf dRmeVWic YiRleQce aQd iQ SaUWicXlaU YiRleQce 

agaiQVW ZRmeQ aQd giUlV iV highlighWed iQ maQ\ media aQd iQVWiWXWiRQal UeSRUWV (e.g. 

TaXb 2020). The UN WRmeQ (2020b) callV Whe dRmeVWic YiRleQce Whe ³ShadRZ 

PaQdemic´ WR XQdeUliQe iWV SUeYaleQce aQd VeYeUiW\. IQdeed, aV Whe SaQdemic caXVeV 

ecRQRmic iQVecXUiW\ aQd emRWiRQal diVWUeVV, ZRmeQ aQd childUeQ ZhR UeSUeVeQW 

alUead\ Whe mRVW YXlQeUable gURXS, aUe mRUe likel\ WR face ZRUVeQed UiVk Rf dRmeVWic 

YiRleQce. MahmXd aQd Rile (2021) fiQd WhaW iQ UXUal UgaQda, WheUe iV aQ iQcUeaVe iQ Whe 

likelihRRd Rf a majRU aUgXmeQW beWZeeQ VSRXVeV aQd Whe SeUceiYed fUeTXeQc\ Rf 

iQWimaWe SaUWQeU YiRleQce agaiQVW ZRmeQ haV iQcUeaVed. AQRWheU VWXd\ (RaYiQdUaQ & 

Shah 2020) alVR fiQdV WhaW iQ IQdia, dRmeVWic YiRleQce cRmSlaiQWV iQcUeaVed 

VigQificaQWl\ iQ diVWUicWV ZiWh Whe VWUicWeVW lRckdRZQ UXleV aQd WhiV effecW iV SeUViVWeQW 

eYeQ ZheQ Whe lRckdRZQ meaVXUe ZaV Uela[ed. IQ Me[icR, a VWXd\ b\ SilYeUiR-MXUillR, 

BalmRUi de la Mi\aU & HRehQ-VelaVcR (2020) fiQdV WhaW call-ceQWUe VeUYiceV UeceiYe 

mRUe callV Rf iQWimaWe SaUWQeU YiRleQce aVkiQg fRU SV\chRlRgical VeUYiceV dXUiQg Whe 

SaQdemic.  
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FigXUe 6. GRRgle SeaUcheV iQ IQdia fRU DRmeVWic ViRleQce-RelaWed TeUmV iQ 2020 

 

NRWe: The daWa iV fURm GRRgle TUeQdV aVVeVVed iQ JXQe 6, 2020. The VcRUeV UeSUeVeQW VeaUch iQWeUeVW UelaWiYe WR Whe 

higheVW SRiQW RQ Whe chaUW fRU IQdia RQ Whe giYeQ daWe fRU each VeaUch WeUm. A YalXe Rf 100 iV Whe Seak SRSXlaUiW\ fRU 

Whe VeaUch WeUm. The figXUe VhRZV WhaW Whe VeaUch ZiWh ke\ZRUdV ³DRmeVWic AbXVe´ aQd ³DRmeVWic ViRleQce HelSliQe´ 

VXUgeV afWeU Whe lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV WRRk iQWR effecW. SRXUce: RaYiQdUaQ aQd Shah, (2020) 

 

 

 AV SRiQWed RXW b\ PeWeUmaQ eW. al (2020), Whe TXaUaQWiQeV aQd VRcial iVRlaWiRQ, 

cRmbiQed ZiWh ecRQRmic iQVecXUiW\ caQ alVR UaiVe iVVXeV ZiWh meQWal healWh. B\ 

meaVXUiQg Whe deSUeVViRQ XViQg PaWieQW HealWh QXeVWiRQQaiUe (PHQ), MahmXd aQd 

Rile\ (2021) fiQd WhaW 53% Rf Whe UeVSRQdeQWV aUe mild WR mRdeUaWel\ deSUeVVed, Zhile 

2% aUe VeYeUel\ deSUeVVed iQ UXUal UgaQda. IQ IQdia, eYideQce VhRZV WhaW ZRmeQ 

UeSRUW 0.06 VWaQdaUd deYiaWiRQV gUeaWeU meQWal VWUeVV cRmSaUed WR meQ (AfUidi eW al. 

2021). HeUe, Whe mRVW likel\ UelaWed UeaVRQV fRU ZRmeQ¶V VWUeVV aSSeaU WR be aQ[ieW\ 

aQd QeUYRXVQeVV, fRllRZed b\ deSUeVViRQ, healWh ZRUUieV aQd VleeSleVVQeVV. AfUidi, 

DhillRQ & RR\ (2021) alVR fiQd WhaW VRcial QeWZRUkV aSSeaU WR miWigaWe VWUeVV leYelV fRU 

hXVbaQdV bXW e[aceUbaWe Whe Vame fRU ZiYeV. All iQ all, iW aSSeaUV WhaW Whe SaQdemic 

aQd UelaWed haUdVhiSV haYe had a mRUe deWUimeQWal effecW RQ Whe SV\chRlRgical healWh 
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Rf ZRmeQ WhaQ WhaW Rf meQ. 

4. PXblic PRlic\ ReVSRQVe WR Whe PaQdemic 

The UeVSRQVe WR Whe SaQdemic iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV haV beeQ YaUied. PRlicieV aQd 

meaVXUeV XQdeUWakeQ haYe iQWeQded WR VlRZ dRZQ Whe VSUead Rf Whe diVeaVe b\ 

VhXWWiQg dRZQ VchRRlV, imSlemeQWiQg maQdaWRU\ TXaUaQWiQeV, imSRViQg lRckdRZQV iQ 

ciWieV, aQd Whe clRVXUe Rf bRUdeUV, eWc. IQdeed, VeYeUal cRXQWUieV achieYed VlRZeU UiVeV 

iQ caVeV Rf iQfecWiRQ aW Whe eaUl\ VWageV Rf Whe SaQdemic aV aQ RXWcRme Rf WheVe 

SRlicieV (Li eW al. 2021). HRZeYeU, Whe effecWiYeQeVV Rf WheVe meaVXUeV haV cRme aW a 

cRVW, aV VWUicW meaVXUeV haYe had a diUecW ecRQRmic cRQVeTXeQce WR Whe liYelihRRdV 

Rf maQ\ iQ WheVe cRXQWUieV (ILO 2021; EggeU eW al. 2021). EYeQ WhRXgh lRZ- aQd 

middle-iQcRme cRXQWUieV ma\ VXffeU fURm VimilaU W\SeV Rf haUdVhiSV aQd cRmSaUable 

gRYeUQmeQW UeVSRQVe cRQVWUaiQV, VSecific SRlicieV WakeQ diffeUed maVViYel\ fURm RQe 

cRXQWU\ WR aQRWheU aQd eYeQ fURm RQe UegiRQ WR aQRWheU ZiWhiQ Whe Vame cRXQWU\. IQ 

WhiV VecWiRQ, Ze VhRZ diffeUeQceV iQ SRlic\ UeVSRQVeV acURVV deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV 

XViQg daWa fURm Whe CRURQaYiUXV GRYeUQmeQW ReVSRQVe TUackeU (O[CGRT), 

SXbliVhed aQd maQaged b\ UeVeaUcheUV aW Whe BlaYaWQik SchRRl Rf GRYeUQmeQW aW Whe 

UQiYeUViW\ Rf O[fRUd (Hale eW al. 2021).2 The WUackeU SUeVeQWV daWa cRllecWed fURm SXblic 

VRXUceV RQ 17 iQdicaWRUV Rf gRYeUQmeQW UeVSRQVeV, VSaQQiQg cRQWaiQmeQW aQd clRVXUe 

SRlicieV (VXch aV VchRRl clRVXUeV aQd UeVWUicWiRQV iQ mRYemeQW); ecRQRmic SRlicieV; 

aQd healWh V\VWem SRlicieV (VXch aV WeVWiQg UegimeV).  

 The SURjecW calcXlaWeV a GRYeUQmeQW SWUiQgeQc\ IQde[, Zhich iV a cRmSRViWe 

meaVXUe Rf diffeUeQW UeVSRQVe meWUicV iQclXdiQg VchRRl aQd ZRUkSlace clRVXUeV, 

caQcellaWiRQ Rf SXblic eYeQWV, UeVWUicWiRQV RQ SXblic gaWheUiQgV, clRVXUeV Rf SXblic 

 
2EFoƌEyEcompsdƚdEƐdƚEofEmypƐEyn:EfigƵƌdƐEonEƚhdEƚopic͕EƐddEhƚƚpƐ͗ͬͬoƵƌǁoƌs:in:yƚy͘oƌgͬposicǇͲƌdƐponƐdƐͲcoǀi:͘E 

https://ourworldindata.org/policy-responses-covid
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WUaQVSRUW, VWa\-aW-hRme UeTXiUemeQWV, SXblic iQfRUmaWiRQ camSaigQV, UeVWUicWiRQV RQ 

iQWeUQal mRYemeQWV, aQd iQWeUQaWiRQal WUaYel cRQWURlV. The iQde[ RQ aQ\ giYeQ da\ iV 

calcXlaWed aV Whe meaQ VcRUe Rf WheVe meWUicV, each WakiQg a YalXe beWZeeQ 0 aQd 

100 (Hale eW al. 2020) ZiWh Whe higheU VcRUe iQdicaWeV a VWUicWeU gRYeUQmeQW UeVSRQVe 

(i.e. 100 = VWUicWeVW UeVSRQVe). A higheU VcRUe dReV QRW QeceVVaUil\ meaQ WhaW a 

cRXQWU\¶V UeVSRQVe iV µbeWWeU¶ WhaQ RWheUV lRZeU RQ Whe iQde[. FigXUe 7 VhRZV Whe 

YaUiaWiRQ aW Whe VWUiQgeQc\ leYel acURVV cRXQWUieV. The figXUe VhRZV WhaW mRVW cRXQWUieV 

haYe VWUiQgeQW SRlicieV WR cRQWaiQ Whe VSUead Rf COVID-19. HRZeYeU, iW¶V imSRUWaQW WR 

QRWe WhaW WhiV iQde[ VimSl\ UecRUdV Whe VWUicWQeVV Rf gRYeUQmeQW SRlicieV. IW dReV QRW 

meaVXUe RU imSl\ Whe aSSURSUiaWeQeVV RU effecWiYeQeVV Rf a cRXQWU\¶V UeVSRQVe.     

 The gRYeUQmeQWV Rf deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV, hRZeYeU, aUe UaWheU limiWed iQ WheiU 

abiliW\ WR SURYide aQ adeTXaWe iQcRme VXSSRUW WR ZRUkeUV dXUiQg Whe COVID-19 

SaQdemic. FigXUe 8 cleaUl\ VhRZV WhaW mRVW Rf VXb-SahaUaQ AfUicaQ cRXQWUieV haYe QRW 

SURYided aQ\ fRUm Rf iQcRme VXSSRUW WR ZRUkeUV. IQ LaWiQ AmeUica, SaUWV Rf AVia aQd 

NRUWh AfUica, WheUe ZaV iQcRme VXSSRUW, hRZeYeU Whe leYelV ZeUe lRZ aQd cRYeUed leVV 

WhaQ 50 SeUceQW Rf ZRUkeU¶V SUe-COVID iQcRme. MRVW adYaQced cRXQWUieV had a 

VXSSRUW Vcheme Zhich cRYeUed mRUe WhaQ 50% Rf Whe iQcRme lRVW. ThiV VXggeVWV 

diffeUeQce iQ Whe fiVcal abiliW\ beWZeeQ adYaQced aQd deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV iQ dealiQg 

ZiWh ecRQRmic cRQVeTXeQceV Rf Whe bXUdeQ.    
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FigXUe 7: SWUiQgeQc\ IQde[ Rf COVID-19 PXblic PRlicieV

SRXUce: OXU WRUld iQ DaWa, acceVVed RQ Ma\ 20, 2021, hWWSV://RXUZRUldiQdaWa.RUg/cRYid-VWUiQgeQc\-iQde[  
 

 

FigXUe 8: IQcRme VXSSRUW dXUiQg COVID-19 PaQdemic

 

SRXUce: OXU WRUld iQ DaWa, acceVVed RQ Ma\ 20, 2021, hWWSV://RXUZRUldiQdaWa.RUg/cRYid-iQcRme-VXSSRUW-debW-
Uelief   

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-stringency-index
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-income-support-debt-relief
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-income-support-debt-relief
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5. CRQclXdiQg UemaUkV 

AlWhRXgh COVID-19 haV VWaUWed WR UeYeal iWV limiWV aQd SRVVible eQd b\ iQcUeaVed 

YacciQaWiRQV aQd imSURYed kQRZledge abRXW Whe behaYiRXU Rf Whe YiUXV, Whe UaWe aW 

Zhich SeRSle aUe bURXghW clRVeU WR a SUe-SaQdemic QRUmaliW\ iV e[SecWed WR diYeUge 

maVViYel\ beWZeeQ adYaQced aQd deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV. ThiV VXggeVWV WhaW Whe 

QegaWiYe imSacWV Rf Whe SaQdemic RQ Whe alUead\ VWUXggliQg ecRQRmieV Rf deYelRSiQg 

cRXQWUieV aUe e[SecWed WR SeUViVW lRQgeU, SXWWiQg SUeVVXUeV RQ labRXU maUkeWV aQd 

aggUaYaWiQg Whe leYelV Rf iQeTXaliW\ iQ WheVe cRXQWUieV.  

 ThiV UeSRUW diVcXVVed Whe effecWV Rf COVID-19 RQ Whe labRXU maUkeWV Rf deYelRSiQg 

cRXQWUieV aQd highlighWed Whe liWeUaWXUe dRcXmeQWiQg WhaW Whe big SURgUeVV WhaW haV 

beeQ achieYed RYeU Whe SaVW decadeV iQ UedXciQg SRYeUW\ iQ SRRUeU cRXQWUieV, caQ be 

UeYeUVed dXe WR Whe SaQdemic. The QegaWiYe imSacWV Rf Whe SaQdemic RQ labRXU 

maUkeWV aUe XQeTXal beWZeeQ deYelRSiQg aQd adYaQced cRXQWUieV, ZiWh Whe 

deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV beiQg mRUe affecWed iQ WeUmV Rf lRVV Rf emSlR\meQW aQd dURS iQ 

iQcRme. ThiV iV maiQl\ dUiYeQ b\ Whe limiWed abiliW\ Rf Whe deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV WR 

SURYide VRcial VXSSRUW, Whe laUge VhaUe Rf iQfRUmal emSlR\meQW, aQd Whe balaQce aQd 

cRmSURmiVeV Whe gRYeUQmeQWV Qeed WR make WR keeS Whe ecRQRm\ UXQQiQg aQd 

maiQWaiQ Whe liYelihRRd Rf iQdiYidXalV RQ Whe RQe haQd, Zhile cXUbiQg Whe VSUead Rf Whe 

SaQdemic RQ Whe RWheU haQd WhURXgh imSRViQg VWUicW lRckdRZQ meaVXUeV Zhich cRXld 

haYe SRWeQWiall\ led WR VeYeUe labRXU maUkeW diVUXSWiRQV.  

 WRmeQ iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe beaUiQg mRVW Rf Whe cRVW Rf Whe SaQdemic giYeQ 

WheiU cRQceQWUaWiRQ iQ Whe VeUYice aQd RWheU fURQWliQe VecWRUV. TheVe VecWRUV haYe beeQ 

affecWed Whe mRVW b\ Whe SaQdemic aQd ZRUkeUV iQ WheVe VecWRUV aUe QRW RQl\ SURQe WR 

lRViQg emSlR\meQW aQd UedXced iQcRme, bXW Whe\ alVR face higheU UiVk Rf beiQg 

iQfecWed. WRmeQ aUe alVR more likely to work in the informal sector ZiWhRXW aQ\ ZUiWWeQ 
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cRQWUacW RU agUeemeQW, Zhich makeV Whem laUgel\ XQcRYeUed b\ emeUgeQW labRXU 

maUkeW SRlicieV aQd VRcial iQVXUaQce VchemeV if Whe\ aUe laid Rff dXUiQg Whe cUiViV. 

MRUeRYeU, hRXVeZRUk aQd childcaUe iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe diVSURSRUWiRQaWel\ 

allRcaWed WR ZRmeQ, aQd WhiV iQcUeaVed dXUiQg Whe lRckdRZQ Zhich VhXW dRZQ VchRRlV 

aQd RWheU da\-caUe faciliWieV, fRUciQg maQ\ ZRmeQ WR e[iW Whe labRXU maUkeW. The effecW 

iV QRW RQl\ limiWed WR Whe ecRQRmic Uealm bXW alVR WR Whe VRcial emSRZeUmeQW Rf ZRmeQ 

iQ deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV WhaW cRXld be QegaWiYel\ affecWed b\ iQcUeaVed dRmeVWic 

YiRleQce, aQd diVSURSRUWiRQaWe caUe aQd hRXVehRld UeVSRQVibiliWieV.  

 PRlicieV aQd meaVXUeV XQdeUWakeQ b\ gRYeUQmeQWV ZRUldZide haYe iQWeQded WR 

VlRZ dRZQ Whe VSUead Rf Whe SaQdemic. BRWh deYelRSiQg aQd adYaQced cRXQWUieV ZeQW 

WhURXgh a diffeUeQW VSecWUXm Rf meaVXUeV Rf YaU\iQg iQWeQViWieV. HRZeYeU, QaWiRQal 

fiVcal aQd fiQaQcial cRQVWUaiQWV limiWed Whe abiliW\ Rf mRVW deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV WR 

SURYide adeTXaWe VXSSRUW aQd VafeW\ QeW WR ZRUkeUV dXUiQg Whe cUiViV. MRUeRYeU, Whe 

effecWiYe imSlemeQWaWiRQ Rf lRckdRZQ SRlicieV cRmeV aW a cRVW, aV VWUicW lRckdRZQV 

cRXld haYe a diUecW ecRQRmic cRQVeTXeQce WR Whe liYelihRRdV Rf maQ\ iQ WheVe 

cRXQWUieV.  
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