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Proposals, Presentations, Papers

* Three main forms of communication
e | will start with common elements

e And then discuss each in detail



The key ingredient: the question

A good research question is one that:

 you really want to know the answer to
* yOou can convince others of its importance
 can be stated clearly in one (short) sentence



A guestion many want to know the answer to

e classic questions with better data
e classic questions with new methods

* new questions that stem from new theories or existing puzzle



Questions the audience does NOT want to know the answer to

e “fillers”: Paper A does X, paper Bdoes Y, | do X and Y together
e Paper A does X in country 1, | do X in country 2

unless

e good theoretical reason for why X&Y are interesting together
e or why country 2 should be different from 1



Set a question you can answer

e vou will be judged on how well you answer the question
e setting up a question you don’t answer will hurt you
e probably the most common mistake



The method

e Choose the best method for answering your question
* Do not worry about fads
e But make sure you are up to date on latest developments



know the literature

e this is essential - and luckily much easier in the age of wifi

 there are many sites that “translate” the latest research for the public
» mostly ungated: MI, VoxDev, WB Impact

» google the authors, chances are that you'll find ungated versions on
their site

* most development papers are at BREAD



https://microeconomicinsights.org/
https://voxdev.org/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations
http://ibread.org/bread/papers

know your data

 describe, plot the data before doing anything
e useful to spot mistakes and to avoid mistakes
» useful for the audience to know your context



clarity is essential

* tables should be legible and self contained

e fit in one page, have notes that explain what's going on
e use intuitive variable names like “income” not “inc_clb_88"



Strike a balance between promoting and defending

* you want to promote your research = highlight importance of
question, new method, new data

* you want to argue that your method is good but don't go too far -
no method is perfect, admit weaknesses

* a good strategy is to tell the readers your identifying assumptions
and tell them when they fail, so you do the job for them and steer
them in the right direction



the life cycle of research projects

grant . seminar
analysis !
presentations

application paper writing
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most importantly

* N0 Mmatter how you communicate it, make it exciting

* because if you show that you don't care others will follow
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